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Civics Unir

Lesson Six:

Take a Stand

Overview:

This lesson emphasizes the importance of participation in the process of government. The
committees choose one family to receive the goat based on the apy slication letters and the family
data sheets. Then the class as a whole plays Take a Stand, in 'ﬂ.'hicl]l the students try to persuade
each other to vote for the family they have chosen. As a wrap-up, the students can evaluate the
decision-making process and identity what worked and what did not, and why.

National Standards Addressed:
o What is povernment!?
What are some of the most important things governments do?
Howe do you evaluate rules and laws? Draft a school rule that meets the criteria.
What are major responsibilities of local sovernments?
What are the roles of the citizen in American Democracy (participation)?

Materials:
o Application Letters from Families
¢ Family Dara Sheets (see Lesson Three)
o Was the Decision-Making Process Far?

Lesson Procedure:

I Introduce the concept of participation. Explain to the class that the most important role of a
citizen is to be involved in the community. Communities in democratic societies rely on
citizens to help make their community a better place.

2. Tell the students that by choosine and evaluatine rules, llu;\..' have been participating in the
government of the Dairy Goat Project. They will now continue their participation in
government by applying those rules and choosing a family to receive the next goat.

E'. lI'1'1';:"rl'i|.l..' |.|.'Ll..' |.I.'I|.II' ru I.L":i |.|.'L'.'I|. |.|.'I.L' l..'I.'.'I-'i:i :il..‘l.l..'n..'l.l..\.{ (A} '.'I|:"|"|.'!' |-I.'II' EVEryone o see.

4. Divide the class into committess (you may use the same groupings as in previous lessons or
change them). Choose the mles of committee members. Discuss the following |'-n.x-:i|'-lu roles
and change them to make them better, or add others that you teel are important. The teacher
may wish to assion the moles.

* Dliscussion leader: To see to it that the process is orderly, people take turns, listen
attentively, and respect each others’ opinions, everyone should participate in order to be
anactive citizen.

Recorder: Takes notes and records vates tor each letter

Reader: Reads the letters to the committee.

Vote Counter: Polls the committee and records votes tor each letter,

Reporter: Beads the final results and reasons for selection o the class

It there are additional students, they could be given the |1:.~pnn.~ai|‘-ilil§.' of calling the
aroup to order, or helping the with the letters.
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Civies Unit

5. Each committee should have the following papers:
* The application letters from families in Kisinga _
* The family data sheets (they need data sheets for all the families)

B The committees should now apply the rules to each application letter and decide which
farmily should receive Mulindwa the soat. Groups or individuals may disasree as to which
family best meets the criteria. This should be used as an opportunity for others to listen to
alternative points of view before selecting their final choices.

7. Each committee should tell the class which family they selected and why they tound this
letter more persuasive, ar how it met the rules better than the others,

8. You may choose to end the lesson here, or continue and select one family as a whole class by
playing the same, Take a Stand:

Write the name of each family and place the names in different locatioms of the classraom.
Students should stand under the family name that they think should receive the scat. Take
turms soing to each eroupfamily. One person in that group should give a reason why they
think that family should set the goat. Continue going around the family groups until
everyone has given a reason for their choice.

Tell students that they can move up to two times to choose a different family if someone has
said something that persuades them o change their mind. (Remind the students that this is
not a game of walking back and forth! If llw, mowe to choose a different family, they will be
IL-'\|:'II.'II.'I.-3I.|"|.L For an‘umn;_: what made them change their mind.)
U, When everyone in the class has given a reason for selecting a particular family, count how
many people are standing in e oach family’s area. The family “that has the most people
standing in its area is the famnily that will receive the goat.

Extension Activity:

l.  Explain to the class that it is important to see how the decision-making process worked in
their groups. That way, if something did not work well, it can ke changed next time a
similar decision has to be made.

Either distribute Was the Degision-Making Process Fan? for the students to complete, or
discuss the questions arally as a whole class.
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Civies Unit
HANDOUT: Was the Decision-Making Process Fair!

1. Did you think the selection process fair?

What made it fair or unfair?

If you could change the process, what would you do differently?

=]

Lo lI';'::"r|.'|.'.'l.|2 11111\{E t|.'I.E I'|.I|.E'5 vl l..'|.'|.l.'l:'0.'." |:tl.'l :.'i'.:"lt"l..'t t|.'I.E F‘:'I.I'I.'I.i.l':.':' f_:l.'l.'ld I'|.I|.E?$.:'

3. Ina democracy it is important for everyone to be involved in community activities. How did
you participate in selecting the family?
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Civics Unit
APPLICATION 1:

Tos The Chairperson
Kisinga Women Dairy Goar Project

Dear Madam,

My name is Jane Baluku and [am 21 vears old. T am a widow with 3 crphans aged 6, 5, and 3
vears old and stay with my old mother and three young brothers aged 13, 11, and 9 years ald. 1
have no source of income to lock after these children and my aged mother, apart from the sale of
cassava Hour from which [ only pet money for salt and soap. The last child Bose is not well. She
is always sick. The nurse at the clinic told me to feed her well. Esther told me that the best
medicine is goat's milk. She says Rose lacks protein. Madam, as vou know [ have no geat and no
money to buy milk.

If my application is successtul [ am able to plant the fodder in my small plot and fodder trees in
my banana plantation. [ am also going to put up the goat shed. The other members of the project
have promised to give me the poles for the zoat house, [ will attend the training with my young
brothers who will help me to prepare for the goat after the training,

Please assist us to bring hope in our lives. Waiting for your motherly care, | remain yours.

}'-"1.I'.‘i. ] ane F".'I I.l.ILZlI

APPLICATION 2:

The Chairperson
Kisinga Women Dairy Goat Project

Dear Madam,

]. am ||.I'\|.II.'LL l\.lll.l..-. = I.'I'I.Ll'l'l.l\.l I.'I| |.|'I.l.. }\.l"\LL'L'-' 1 1"-'1';4'l.'II'I.'Il..I.'L 3 I_l"."'||_|'. |:_|||,'|I,||- 'Il'IJ.{ L ".l.. ars I.'II.-.{ ]. |L'I‘- £ Yery
many p Il.'ll"'I.Ll'I'L"- ‘.‘.I.ILLI.'L a poat can I.'I.LI.[" me Lo '-I.'II.‘-I.. TI.'I.L‘\-L are |.|.'I.l.. I II.'II"I.Ll'I'I."-

I | cannat afford to send my girls, aged 9 and 7 years, to school due to lack of money to
|"-u'g.' sc hool uniforms and other school requirements like hoaks and puru;i[—:.

2. My small two rocmed old erass thatched house is about to collapse on us. [t is alsa
leaking. | have not been able to cut orass this season, as | was sick with malaria.

3. My husband who went to look for ajob in Kasese town has not been home for two years.

4. lecan |L'|I-.“'-. afford any kasic |u]u|||.mu1l-. like par atfin for my tn c andle, salt, and sOAp.
This season | got a poor harvest of beans so | have little for next planting season. We
have eight p:nplu in our household — myself, my old mother-in-law, a sister aged 17
years with her & month old danghter, and my 4 children. Only my two sons are going to
school. My brother-in-law provides their school requirements.

5. My sister is sick with AIDS and her child is only 6 months old. My sisters child

needs milk.

[ wish to cet a ooat in order to meet these requirernents. [ will be able to attend trainine,

1 - e
plant fodder and put up a shed with the help of my two sons aged 12 and 10 years old. The girls
will be |v:lpin~,: to feed the poats and clean the shed.

[ will abide by all the rules of the project and contribute towards its sustainability once [ have
income from the ooat.

T, . " .
Waiting for vour reply, | remain yours
Mrs. Justine Kule
-3
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APPLICATION 3:
The Chairperson _
Kisinga Women Dairy Gear Project
Dear Madam,
['am Mrs. Eva Tembo. [ am a primary teacher at St Clair Primary School. [have six children,
two boys and four girls aged 14, 13, 11,9, 7 and 6 vears. The children are in school.

[ request a goat in order to be able to send the oldest boy to high school. My salary is not enough
to support all the children. [ also wish to buy cement for my iron roofed house in arder to plaster
the wall and floor.

[ will ke able to send my sister for training and will plant fodder and put up a shed on weekends.

The children will help on the farm once they come home from school and on weekends. My
hushand who is a clerk at the local council office will buy the building marerials for the shed.

Yours faithfully,
Mrs. Eva Tembao

APPLICATION 4:

The Chairperson _
Kisinga Wormen's Dairy Geat Project
Dear Madam,

[ humbly apply for a female dairy goat. | have ten acres of land. Four are occupied with cotfee,
two with bananas, and four are vacant, so it is where | will plant the grass for coats.

My hushand left three years ago as asoldier and has not been back. [ do not know whether he is
still alive or not. I am responsible for the entire family. [ have five children. Two are hays in
primary and three are girls in high school.

[ hepe you can help me.

Yours sincerely,

."r'1.l'.‘i. K;'Il'l.l'l.'.'l _]L'l.‘ili.l'lJ.:‘
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Civics Unit
APPLICATION 5:

The Chairperson

Kisinga Women's Dairy Goat Project

Dear Madam,

[ hereby apply tor a dairy geat from the club.

[ am an old member of the club and [ have never been given any goat since the .-illl"l"l'g' started.

[ do not have much land to grow fodder for the goat to eat, but maybe | can find something to
feed it

Madam, [ beg you kindly to be considered. My six children are very sick and [ cannot buy
medicine for them. 1 do not have much food to feed them.

Yours faithtully,

Mrs, Stella Kanundula

APPLICATION 6:

The Chairperson .
Kisinga Women's Dairy Goar Project

Dlear Madam,

[ am a widpw caring for eight orphans and it has not been easy for me to carry out my tasks. The
children often go hungry and [ would like to give them better nutrition so they can be healthy.

[ am a member of the Dairy Goar Project who joined seven years ago. Atter undergoing some
training, | was given a goat that [ named |acklyne. | have hall an acre that [ used to plant geat
feed.

After the poat had its first baby, the baby seat died after three days. | kept caring for my goat but
it was no lonser healthy, After a few months the soat died. Later [ found out that it had eaten
some plastic, which was what made it die.

[ benefited a lot from that goat despite the problems. The milk improved the arphans” health
greatly. My hopes depend a lot on getting a goat.

[ hepe you will consider my application. 1 remain yours faithful Ly,

Mrs. Leone Inoura
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